




OCTE 2009 – Elementary Workshops Address K-8 For First Time!
Unpacking the Curriculum – Bridging the Strands

This year’s OCTE conference taking place at the Nottawasaga Inn from May 21 to 23 will feature 
workshops and practical classroom ideas for all elementary grades.  Elementary teachers will listen 
to key messages about the newly revised Science and Technology curriculum, including a strength-
ened emphasis on Technological Problem Solving.  Participants will learn about this important 
skill area, including basic tools and materials required, and safety considerations. Since these are 
double sessions, all participants will be able to design and build grade specifi c projects that can be 
used as models in their classrooms.
As a way to structure the learning, the OCTE Elementary Committee has developed three ses-
sions, including two double sessions on Friday, and a session on Saturday morning.

From Frames to Cranes
This presentation features key messages related to topics from the Structures and Mechanisms 
strand and involves designing and building division-specifi c projects: picture frame (Primary), draw-
bridge with pulleys and gears (Junior), and pneumatic or hydraulic crane boom grabber (Intermedi-
ate).

From Pinwheels to Windmills
This presentation features key messages related to topics from the Understanding Energy and 
Matter strand and includes designing and building division-specifi c projects: pinwheel (Primary), 
fl ying device (Junior), and wind turbine (Intermediate).

Keep Them All Happy – Technological Problem Solving Logistics
This presentation features easy-to-do activities, demonstrations, cross-curricular connections (in-
cluding literacy and numeracy), program planning, and assessment and evaluation that will enable 
you to confi dently and comfortably incorporate Technological Problem Solving into your elementary 
classroom program.

In addition to the conference, the OCTE Elementary Committee is involved in an ongoing process 
of developing and posting practical, classroom resources for all elementary grades on the OCTE 
website (http://www.octe.on.ca/); please visit regularly.

Specialist High Skills Majors Update

SHSM Growth
SHSM programs continue to grow at a signifi cant pace. Specifi cally:
 • 2006-07: 27 school boards, 27 SHSM programs, 8 sectors, 115 students.  
 • 2007-08: 67 school boards, 153 SHSM programs, 12 sectors, 6,000 students
 • 2008-09: 70 school boards, 484 SHSM programs, 14 sectors, 14,000 students. 

Two additional SHSM programs were added this year; Community Safety & Emergency Services and Infor-
mation & Communications Technology. Sector consultations are also being held with a view to developing 
and offering a 15th SHSM in the Energy sector. SHSM sector guides for all 14 SHSM programs are available 
electronically at: www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/studentsuccess/specialist.html 

2009-2010 SHSM Application
In early February, district school boards were invited to submit an application to offer SHSM programs in 
2009-10. The closing date for submission is listed as March 12, 2009.  The timing of the SHSM application 
cycle is coordinated with the School College Work Initiative (SCWI) dual credits request for proposals. This 
will allow applicants to facilitate local planning and alignment of SHSM and dual credit learning opportunities 
where applicable. 

A survey of SHSM implementation needs has been completed by the SHSM board leads and will form the 
basis of a series of professional development teleconference sessions dealing with the identifi ed needs. In-
formation on the dates and the content for each teleconference will be sent to SHSM board leads in the near 
future.

Key dates for the application/approval process for 2009-10:
 • Feb. 2 , memo and sample application sent to boards
 • Feb .9-13 , teleconferences on SHSM application for interested boards
 • Feb. 12  pre-populated applications sent electronically to each SHSM board lead
 • Feb. 17-20 teleconferences on SHSM application on technical aspects for boards
 • March 12 applications due (electronically) to the ministry
 • April/May boards informed of approved SHSMs to be offered in 2009-10
 • May  boards confi rm approved SHSMs for 2009-10
 • June  transfer agreements signed b y boards

Priorities for SHSMs in 2009-10
The Ministry of Education’s priorities for 2009-10 are to ensure high quality SHSM programs and to support 
the expansion of SHSM programs to:
 • deepen implementation in all participating boards, provincial schools and the school 
  authority (where applications qualify); 
 • continue support for current SHSM programs; 
 • promote alignment between approved SHSM pathway programs and approved dual credit   
  programs, managed under the separately administered School College Work initiative; 
 • support partnerships between French-language school boards and schools in order to    
  increase the number of programs and services that could impact positively on 
  student retention and success n the French-language education system; 
 • promote partnerships of co-terminous and/or neighbouring boards; 
 • expand the initiative into new sectors in addition to the 14 sectors currently offered 
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